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student at Foothill Technology High
School in Ventura.

Madeleine told us “I started dancing
when I was four, and have been dancing
for tenyears,and chis will be my twentieth
performance at OPAC (Oxnard Perform-
ing Arts Center). When I found out that
I was Clara, I felt it was like a dream, just
like the dream scene in the Nutcracket,
where Clara is dreaming about her nut
cracker. I feel like 'm going to wake up,
but I know this dream is reality. 'm Clara,
and I have a role to dance.”

“Last year was the first year that my
company danced with a live orchestra. It
was an amazing experience, especially since
Ihad never danced with an orchestra before.
T also play the piano, and so the music was
even more amazing and beautiful than
it seemed to others who don’t play an in-
strument. I share the role with one of my
friends, Makenna Ortiz, we've grown up
dancing together. This production is really
bigger than anyone can imagine. Over a
hundred dancers, with ten professionals,
amazing scenery, and a 52-piece orchestra.
It truly is cthe best way to get your family in
the holiday spirit.”

New staging and video effects will
sprinkle the classic production with
modern flair, and a freshly installed
snow scene will dazzle crowds as char-
acters pirouette through twinkling
flurries and dance to Tchaikovsky’s
immortal score. The 52-piece Ventura
College Symphony Orchestra (VCSO)
will create a live and interactive musical
compliment to the dancing.

“The Nutcracker” will play at 2 and 7
p-m on Nov. 19 and 2 p.m. on Nov. 20 at
the Oxnard Performing Arts Center, 800
Hobson Way.

The «cost is adults: $10 - 525,
children10 years and under $12 (excludes
center orchestra) and seniors: 65 and
older $17 (excludes center orchestra).

A complimentary sugar plum cookie
reception for ticket holders will follow
each 2 p.m. matinee. Tickets may be
purchased at http://www.oxnardpacc.
com or the theater box office 486-2424,
or visit http://www.venturacountyballet.
com/Performances.html

The Ventura County Ballet Company
and Ballet Academy Ventura, founded in
1998, presents two to three large scale pro-
ductions each year.




