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Natalie Gra-

ham of Santa

Paula sings

for patients

and visitors

Wednesday at

Ventura County
" Medical Cen-

ter’s Pediatric

Oncology Clinic.
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Makenna Ortiz and Julia Swanson perform an excerpt from the Ventura County Ballet Company” S “The Nutcracker” on Wednesday at VCMC‘s Pedlatru: Oncology Clinic.

By Donna Griffin
Special to The Star

Bedazzling ballerinas battled
dastardly dancing rats, bring-
ing smiles to the children in the
waiting room of Ventura County
Medical Center’s Pediatric On-
cology Clinic on Wednesday.

Young patients fighting their

own battles with cancer saw a
special presentationof excerpts
from the Ventura County Ballet
Company’s upcoming perfor-
mances of the holiday favorite
“The Nutcracker.”

“It is the story of a Christmas
when a young girl named Clara
received the gift of a nutcracker,”
Kathleen Noblin told the children

and parents. Noblin, the bal.let
company’s founder and executive
director, went on to explain how
in the ballet’s story, all the toys un-
der the Christmas tree come to'life
and fight a fierce battle with mice
that appear as giant, evil rats.
Costumed dancers Anna
Miller, Makenna Ortiz and Julia
Swanson, all 14-year-old Ven-

® ‘Nutcracker’ ballerinas entertain chlldren at cancer clinic

turans, twirled, leapt and pirouet- ‘

ted to the music of Tchaikovsky.

Noblin also -brought Natalie
Graham, 17, and brother, Jesse, 13,
of Santa Paula, to cheer the pa-
tients by singing the Judy Garland

standards “Happy Days Are Here

Again” and “Get Happy.”
See BALLET, 28
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